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COMMUNICATIONS WITH REGARD*TO THE WORK SHOULD BE AD- 
DRESSED TO 
ae Rev. S. C. LOGAN, Secretary, 
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TOBE SENTTO 
ALEX. CAMERON, Esq. Treasurer, 
Recstvine Acunrs.—WM. MAIN, Eee. 821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. | 


J: THORPE, 74 Fourth Street, Cincinnati. 
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COMMITIER: ON FREEDMEN, 


1865, and on the 22d. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


From June 21st, 7866, to May fst, 7 


“THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’s COMMITTEE ON FREEDMEN ” met, in ac- 
cordance with the Assembly’ s order, in the Lecture-Room of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in the City of Pittsburgh, on the Sint ts of J — 


The Rev. W. D. Howarp, D. D., was — Chairman, ) and the 
Rev. J AMES Recording Beoretary. 


The following classification of the members was made, with their terms 
of service : 


FIRST’ CLASS, TO SERVE ONE YEAR, viz: 


MINISTERS. RULING ELDERS. 
W. M. PAXTON, D. D. 8. GALLOWAY. 
W. BREED, D.. D. a LENOX. 


J. 0. MURRAY. WM. BAKEWELL. 


SECON D CLASS, 20 SERVE TWO YEARS. 


MINISTERS. RULING ELDERS. 
J. H. NIXON, MORRIS PATTERSON, 


JAMES ALLISON. A. STERLING, JR. 


THIRD CLASS, TO SERVE THREE YEARS. 


MINISTERS. | RULING ELDERS. 
D. HOWARD, D. ALEX. CAMERON, 


8. C. LOGAN. GRAYDON. 
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| After a fall discussion yn, it wad tinanimousl nimou y determined to eleet, at pres- 
ent, but one Secretary forthe whole ld, witha view both to the soonomy 


‘Rev. 8. Logan, of the unimously elected 


| Secretary ; and ALEXANDER CAMERON, of Allegheny, Treasurer. 


“The Committee also appointed eleven of. its members, including its 
_ Officers, as an Executive Committee, to meet at least once each month, 
to whom the Treasurer should render monthly report. 


. This Committee consists of Messrs. W. D. Howard, D. D., James Alli-. 


8. 0. Logan, S. J. Wilson, D. D., H. Nixon, 


8. F. Colt, J. D. McCord, H. M. — Robert McKnight and Wm. 


Bakewell. 
“The of the nities, ona of this giving 


Py details of the conduct of the work, are herewith submitted to the ; 


Assembly for inspection and 


Qn the 12th of July, the Rev. 8.0. Logan gave notice of his aeceptance 
of the. office of Secretary, and immediately took charge of the work, 


_ .. although not-permitted to leave his pastoral charge until the last of Sep- 


_ tember, the office was loested at the corner of Market nnd 
‘Third Streets, Pittsburgh. 


Cameron, with generous fidelity, has served- the Committee as 
Treasurer, without salary, paying out money upon order of the Executive — 


Committee, while all accounts have been kept by the Secretary. The 
- Cash Book of the Tpsemater and the Book of Accounts have been sudited, 
and a balance sheet is appended to this Report 


Soon after the organization of the Committee, 


‘the Boards of Church Extension, Domestic Missions and Publication, of 


hearty co-operation with the Committee, as far as consistent with their 


particular duties. ‘The American Bible Society has donated 2000 volumes 
‘of the Word of God to be distributed among the Freedmen, under direc- 


Board of Publication has comutssioned as site 
“Missionaries as have been commended for that purpose,.and has sent the 


"(BSL Visitor free of charge to our schools. ‘That of Church Extension, 
‘open the of the Commitee, has granted geneous sid in the 
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‘REPORT. 


At the organisation of the Committee, 
ferred to it all moneys, papers,. etc, pertaining to the work, under their 


control. This Committee found Missionarion and in 
the field, viz : 


Commissioned by the Eastern Committee, sixteon; and by the Western, 
twenty. 


Moneys received. from the Committee, 62 


The demands against these two which have since 


been paid from the Treasury, ant, 40. wit 


Western. .. 270 70 


hands of this Committee of $3,500 85 


The work of these ome ‘Oona from necessity, was ‘contepliad, in 
great measure, by military lines, and was chiefly in connection with military : 
and contraband camps, and hospitals. And this Committee found the whole - 
state of Southern society in so unsettled a condition, and the freed population — 
so shifting, as to render it extremely difficult to locate any mission with . 
the hope of permanent success. It was also discovered that prejudice and 
lawlessness rendered it unsafe to locate missions or schools wh ere military 
protection was not afforded. | 

The Committee Pi si to sustain and enlarge the work where it was 
begun, and take possession of other points as fast as Providence should 
open the way, and the church provide the means and missionaries. Anum- | 
ber of missionaries in the field were theological salen, whose a 
must be filled at the close of the summer months. __ 

The state of the Treasury was such, that the Committee had not power 
to give a definite and positive assurance of salary ; and the first report that 
came from the field gave notice of the withdrawal of Government rations — 
from all our teachers, thereby rendering an increase of salary an absolute 
necessity. It is not difficult to conceive ef the perplexities which met the 


Secretary and Executive Committee in. this beginning of the work. The 


difficulties were increased by the necessary. separation of the Secretary from ~ 


“the Committee, in the duties of his. pastorate, and the labor of removal to 
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he work, bas Beon one of fith—not only faith in 
God, but in his Church. | 

By the peculiar exigencies of the case, all branches of the work de- 
manded immediate attention ; one part s0 connected with and dependent 


- upon another, as to permit the neglect of one only by apparent disaster to. 


the whole: ° Laborers must be found to take the place of those leaving the 
field definite’ time, or these stations occupied would be lost, with their 


frdite alreddy gathered.—Salary in advance, or transportation to the field, 


_ must be realized, or laborers could not be induced to go.—New stations, 


promising greatest facility of cultivation, and more abundant harvest, must . 
be oceupied, or pass into other hands, leaving to our more tardy, neared : 


om of greater outlay, and smaller promise of success. 
Thus, the work resolved itself into three branches—distinct, yet vitally 
‘apaesaal ; each branch demanding immediate and constant attention, and 


plans for the ‘prosecution of of 


viz : 


th Fredmen place in th hearts and | 


and send out laborers, of the right pi pnt and 


he lation and control of Missions and Schools. 


On 


large number of private Christians, pressing the 

cock Prbytery to act an the advocate of 


‘made to the Presbyterian newspapers for the use of their 

these and the Home and Reowd, monthly statement 
the and of the work. 
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Seeretary visited the Eastern Synods, beginning with: thatiof Allegheny, 
and was Allowed a patient and respectful hearing. Also, at thé raquest of — 
the Committee, the Rev. C. S. Martindale visited and addgéssed:a nuniber — 


of Western Synods, meeting a cordial reception. _ By. this visitation. and 


advocacy, the cause received a Presbyterisl commendation to. the chuschen; 


.and the immediate necessities of the work were met. 


churches, as opportunity offered, spent two and one-half months in a special 


effort to create an interest in the cause in the Kastern cities. 


results of these plans and efit wil be fond inthe of 


Lolke ile laborers needed in the: work; under the care of the Com- 
mittee, are of two classes, Ministers and Teachers.. In the employment. 
of both classes, in the absence of special instructions, the Committee | 


adopted, as a rule, the direction of the Assembly to the two former Com- 
mittees, requiring of all Ministers who applied for 2 commission, the endorse- 
ment of the Presbytery ; and of Teachers, that of the Sessionof.the church 


to which they belong. Thus aiming to secure, not only laborers from ourown 
communion, exclusively, but those enjoying the confidence of the church. 
With the publication of this rule, an appeal was made for laborers, and 


__-with little-difficulty, Teachers, both male and female, have been found, of — 
excellent spirit and qualification. Of the latter, from the want of funds, — 

the difficulty of locating them where they could be protected, and other 


2. It has been found much mote: 
for the work. Very few, if any, in the North, have yet: been found, who 


are willing to enter upon the work,‘except as: an experiment, and 


limited time. Two or three Ministers belonging to Southern Presbyteries, 


have declared their intention to devote their lives to the great:;work of — | 


teaching and evangelizing the colored race, and with this have declared 
their adherence to the General Assembly. One of the chief difficulties in 
the way of Ministers, in reaching this: determination, is the kind. of work 


_ demanded. Mere preaching will not meet the wants of the Freedmen;:nor 
is this the first demand. This they have always had, perhaps as generally as 


the white population of the South. Of some kinds of preaching they have 
had a vast amount—vastly too much. They also give-evidence of having 
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@eggee of success which has attended this plan. 


| -Ied'te te shandoument, bat from the fact that no better one presented it- 


8 


file thet the: Foreign Missionary. wy. “The Missionary has all 


frst, of ‘the family, 'then of the 
isin thin ; ter some time the Minis- 
ter must not only organize, but teach; he must leave the ‘pulpit, and go to 


_ the cabin and the school-room, and spend his time teaching young and old 
&he alphabet and child’s catechism. A superintendence of any mission 


demands of the Minister a laborious teaching in day-schools, for children 


and the aged ; in night-schools for the laborers, and in Sabbath-Schools for 
all classes. . And yet, with all the teachers thet on hegemony each 


mission needs a Minister. 

It is not, therefore, to be strange, nor judged of 
that out Ministers who have spent years in preparation to preach the Gos- 
pel, should feel unwilling to give so much of their time to the drudgery of 


teaching the rudiments of an English education. The difficulty of enlist- 


ing suitable Ministers is increased by the fact, that, with eh 2 har 
_ detail of teaching, peculiar preaching power is demanded, to gather and 


hold a congregation of Freedmen. An exhorter of their own color, unable | 


to read the word of God, can lead away the mass of the people froin ‘nick 


of our Missionaries ; yet, with all these peculiar difficulties, we have a 


ano Cowmnot or Missions AxD 


| me ‘The work of raising fands and securing laborers, with an acou- 
halve: act permitted the Goeretary the field 
personal inspection, as has been desired and intended; therefore, from the 
the Committee has had to depend, in = great micasure, on infor- 


ys mation received from its Missionaries, from the agents of different Associ- 


ations, and from the officers of the Freedmen’s Bureau. For this reason 


forts expended at comparative disadvantage. 

adopted was to send’a Minister or Layman to some point un- 
: osoupied, with directions to organize schools for all classes, and secure homes 
or boarding places for female assistants, who would be sent out as fast as 
e@@lled for. The statistical table accompanying this age show the 


Phere are pomts.of delicacy connected: with tile which 


mistakes may have been made in locating —— ef- 
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eign Board. in sending Committes: has 
had no means of forming before hand s judgment of ‘the ability of these — 
Missionaries to work together, but we record with thanks to God, and to — 
the honor of the Christian Ministers and Teachers thus-associated in'labors 
of peculiar self-denial and exposure, that the cause has not been brought into 
reproach by imprudence, nor their‘own peace disturbed by didagreemente; 

2. The system of control adopted was. direct, reaching, as: far as 
practicable, to all parts of the work. A monthly report was required from. 
- each’school, according to furnished blanks, giving the number of pupils, 
hours in school, classification by age and sex, and the degree of progress ;_— 
also, the amounts realized from tuitions, sale of books or benevolent con- 
tributions, with the amounts expended in the conduct of the school. Thus 
the Committee was able to estimate the progress, and judge of the condi- 
— tion of every school at the close of each month. The payment of: all sal- 
_ aries was conditioned upon the rendering of such a report. _ 
A similar quarterly report was required of each Ministerial Missionary 
of his labors and the degree of success attending them. These reporte,on 
the work of — ‘From 
these reports we have the — results: | 


The of commission since the 
organization of this Committee is TT 


_Of these there are Ministerg and 

of this number 28 are Colored, 3 Ministers, and 26 Teachers, 
The number of Missionaries in commission May Ist, 1966:.:. 
Stations occupied during the year...... 24 

« Church Members reported. 526° 


‘The majority of these marriages are of parties who hadheeniliving to 
gether for years, according to the custem of this peoplein-slayery; and’ 
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who, unr th uth by our ofthe sd 


Subsoribed for building 4 625 00 


“Phere: are also incomplete for the ration of churches at 
Qharlotte, N..C.,.and Amelia Court House, Va. 
“Fhe whole number of months of service rendered 


1866, is 450, or THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. 
- Four school-houses, two of them used as churches, erected by the freed- 
men, were burned by lawless persons in Tennessee, and one of our teach- 


| | ets: suffered personal violence in Mississippi. One of the churches burned 


| was ‘rebuilt upon subscription by the white people, under military order. 
The ip a statement t of the Missions und 


. . Rev. EB. Blachly, M. D., Quindars; Kanes, Church, 22:members._ 
Francis House, Wyandotte, Pupils, 120. 
Miss N. Gee, (Col’d.) Highland, “ Pupils; 23. 
| Mie McKinney, “ Pupils, a 
‘Rev. H. H. Oneabern, Nashville, Special serviee 2 months. 
8.8. Potter, Columbia, Churchorganized. 


Number of Pupil are Ohurch 825 
Amount pid by Pod people nthe of their 


ing, under direction of this Committee, from June Ist, 1865, to May Ist, 
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Rey. 8. C. Alexander, Charlotte, 


J. H. Crawford, “ Franklinton,  “ 


nH 


Rev. J.N. Schultz, Courtland, Alabama, { 


Rev. W. Norton, Tuscumbia, — Papi 


Mr. E. M. ‘Served months. 
Miss Allen, Col’d Ass’t. 
_ Rev. A. J. Yeater, Lake,. Mississippi; Ch. & School 
Charles Griffin, Colored, Augusta, Georgia, Papils, 63: a 
Benezet Irons,  @reensboro’ Georgia, Pupils, 175. 
Rev. J. C. Gibbs, Charleston, 8. Church: Members, ij 
Mrs. M. Johnston, “ 
Mrs. M. Scudder, “ 
Miss Emmerly, 66 ‘6 | 
Miss M. A. Miles, “ 
Miss E. Peterson,* “ ME 
H. G. Dais, 
J: Cory, Jr. Jacksonville, Florida, Pupils, 
Rev. P. P. Hedges, col’d, Wilmington, N. C. Church members, 48. 
Miss E.C. King, Pupils, 80. 
Miss M. A Day, Milton, Pupils, 60. 


{ Church members, 44, 


W. J. Williams, Col’d, Raleigh, . be 


R. J. Young, Winchester, Virginia, 
Mrs: R: J. Young, 
Miss N. Diament, 
Miss M. Garrett, 6 
Rev. T. Amelia C. H.. Virginie, Church organizing. 

Mra. 8. J. Neil, Schools, 118 Pupils. + 
Miss N. C. a 
J. A. KE. Walk, Washington, 1 
Mies A. Y: Walk, 
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‘Mise R. 8. Walk, Washington, D. C. 


Rev. J.T. Osler,’ Jacksonville, Florida,’ 
Miss M. J. Rice, Duvall’s Bluff, Ark. . 


Mrs. Wm. Aikin, 


| Rev. C. S. Martindale, Augusta, Georgia, rT, 


wre 


4 i 


Miss Gilfillan, Georgetown, Pupils, 188 

Miss M. E. ani near Florenee Ala Just entered. 
Chrestfield; Gola, - Berved. 6 months.. 
J; H. Thompson, - 


Miss E. Diament, . Highland, Kansas, 


MissS.J. Reed, Knoxville, Ten.U.P.M. “ 
Mrs. L. B. Jackson, “and Tullahoma. 
Rev. Wm. Aiken, § Washington, D.C. “ 


N. MeBetridge, - Tullahoma,.Tennessee, 
D.B.Gordon, Decherd, 


A: Paton, Columbian, “ § £é« 
Rev. J. J. Coale, Washington, 


R 


primary classes. The colored teacher having charge of the sehool at 
-, Highland was. wholly educated in the school she now has charge of. It was 

deemed wise, and dizectly in accordance with the design of the Committee's 
appointment, to enlist the colored people who may be capable of teaching, ‘ 


and accordingly the superintendents of our schools have. been. instructed 


ta employ colared as far as they could be found of suitable piety 


Its, Will not give to the the 
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suecess which has attended the Committec’s efforts, situmncionmnanid 
the work which remains to be done for the Freedmen, without a survey of 
the FIELD, in some measure. Yet, it is difficult to speak of the extent, 
peculiarities, and difficulties of the wishbab maging 


too much. 


1. By the report of the shies aroalmost of freed 
people.. Their education and history has been such, as to leave them liable 
to peculiar vices, and to develop in them peculiar virtues. They are passing 


through “a howling wilderness” of social, political and religious prob- 
lems, as striking and peculiar as those found by the Israelites:in their — 


journey from the “house of bondage” to the land of their fathers. : And 


_ all these problems impinge upon the work of their ‘religious education, in 
every branch of it, either directly or remotely. How much of wicked 
_ prejudice, and how much of righteous desert and wise forecast, determine 


the social posture of the two races toward each other, cannot be decided — 


from abstract principles. This Committee looks only at the facts, as they 


have been developed in a short experience, and presents the difficulties, 
without accusation or judgment of those who may be involved in them. © 

Prejudices of the white against the colored race, aggravated’ re 
the fury of passions, incident to the civil strife through which we have 
passed, and by the peculiar relation the freed people have borne to the 
issues of that strife, have made it necessary for a number of our Mission- 
aries to seek military protection. Direction was given to all Superintend- 
ents to plant and conduct, their churches and schools, as far as possible, 
with a view to their successful operation, after the military power shall have 
given place to the civil. Hence, to avoid such alliance with the military 
as might give reasonable cause of objection, on the part of the legal 
owners of the soil. And we are happy to report a rapid advancement up- 


_on the kindlier feelings of Christian people, wherever this could be done. 


Bat our Missionaries,.almost universally; have labored without sympathy — 


or encouragement; and, in many cases, female 
homes in the eabins of the colored people. 


In most parts of the South, whoever attempts to teach this poten will be 
cut off, for the present, from friendly association with the white race. We-are 


happy to report, however, a decided improvement in this respect. Through 
the operation of a variety of causes, schools for Freedmen are becoming popu- 
lar in many parts of the country. In some places, the people have deter- 
mined to labor for no planter who will not sustain schools for their chil- 


dren ; and planters, without respect to. religious ee 


for fee in order to retain them in sefvice. 
Christian people, actuated: by higher motives,. are slowly yielding 


new order of things, and encourage’ the efforts to save this people from 
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eontemptitous indifference ; that'to feclings-ot 


Christian hospitality. By thé progress of events; we are ‘led 


slonaries, corroborated. by the testimony of Southern ministers, variously 
given, that the freedmen are leaving the churches in which they have been 


Christians offered: them. the chapels formerly cocupied by them, as a 


to, the. conviction that, ere long, the Christian laborer among the. Freed- 
ag. power for saving society, and increasing the value of labor. = 
and division of sentiment, with regard 
floathern churches,have heen, and still are, source of difficulty. ‘The 
relation of Southern Presbyterians, both to the. General Assembly and- to 
with thelr has deen» constant 
There :were reported to. the. Assembly of 1860, nearly 14,000-colored 
- Commaunicsnts, and the great body of them must now be found among the 


Be. .. Almost every church in the South had its colored members, 
who. worshiped with the white people, usually having a part of the 
L ym. aasigned to them. Where there was a number sufficient 
to justify, or. spirit of. liberality to accomplish it, houses of ‘worship were 
erected for their benefit——such number of the white communicants going 
rch. property, and seoure a session of white Elders. 


An. the-civil strife, issuing in gniver- 


sally, stood, upon one side and the master upon the other,:and, hence, con- 
fiderice between the two bodies of Christians has been much: weakened, if 
not, ‘wholly destroyed.. Two impressions are manifested as having posses- 
: sion.of the minds of Presbyterian Freedmen : First, that it is both right 
desirable|that they should have separate church organizations, inde- 
end t.of the churches where. white people both hold the property and | 
- choose.the,, session. ‘They are no longer willing to be controlled by their 
_  former,masters.. The other impression is this: These freed people having 
_ itaod. with: Northern Christians, in the contest for the ‘preservation of the 
Government, mingling their prayers and sacrifices with ours, they can see. 
no reason for their separation from their “ old church;”’ as they express it. 
As far as the. Committee has been able to learn, they are no more in favor 
ofa. Southern Assembly than a Southern Confederacy. As aconsequence, 
the, statement comes to us from all parts of the field visited by our Mis- 


acoustomed to worship, and are going into irregular assemblies, led by ex- 
and enthusiasts of their own color. In some instances the white: 
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WHITE .WATER. 
 Greensburg,. ove 84 85 


| 


WINNEBAGO. 

Kilbourn 14.00 

‘8 00 


"$48 73 
WOOSTER. 


Mt Hope, 4 00 
‘Unity,...... 22 50 


62 56 


00 


15 00 || 


85. 


‘Amount forward, 62:56 


“BHenecaville, 
Coshocton, 
Cambridge,. 
Salem Ger. Church, 


Total from Churekes,.........$20,872. 99 
from Individuals,....... 4,984 77 


Total Receipts, 867 76 


In addition to the above amounts contributed for our special work among the 
Freedmen, the Committee has been permitted by the Ladies of our Churches, to 
- distribute between thirty and forty boxes of Clothing—supposed to be worth about 
‘four thoesand dollars. ‘By this means, most of the cases of destitate suffering, 


Special contributions, in money, for the reliet of white people, have been distri 


buted in accordance with the wishes of the donors. ee ee 
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Wooster, 255: 80 


2 00° 


Beulah,. 'T.00 
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‘Tespeot.and Christian: hospitality. By thé progress of events, we are led 
to, the. convietion.that, ere long, the Christian laborer among the. Freed- 
vidence is not wanting to be 
power for saving society, and increasing the value of labor. 
Razavions, and division of sentiment, with regard 
teSouthern churches, have heen, and still are, a source of difficulty. The 

lation of Southern Presbyterians, both to the.General Assembly and- to 
the, freed. people in communion 
hindrange in the conduct of our work. 
There .were reported to. the Assembly of 1860, nearly 14,000 colored 
ieants, and the great body of them must now be found among the 
Almost.every church in the South had its colored members, 
who worshiped . with the white people, usually having a part of the — 
assigned to them. _Where there was a number sufficient 
to justify, or.a spirit of. jiberality to accomplish it, houses of worship were 
erected for their benefit—such number of the white communicants: going 
church property, and seoure a session of white Hiders. 

sally,. stood, upon one side and the master upon the other,-and, hence, con- 
ver the two bodies of Christians has been much: weakened, if 
not, ‘wholly. destroyed... Two impressions are manifested aa having posses- 
sion.of the minds of Presbyterian Freedmen : First, that it is both right 
"nd, desirable;that they should have separate church organizations, inde- 
 Pendent.of the churches where white people both hold the property: and 

Session. . They are no longer willing to be controlled by their 

former masters: These freed people having 


- As far an the, Committee has been able to learn, they are no more in favor 
of Southern Assembly than Southern Confederacy. As a consequence, 
statement. comes to .us:from all parts of. the field visited: by our Mis- 
sionaries, corroborated by the testimony of Southern ministers, variously 
given, that the freedmen are leaving the churches in which they have been 
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yanization of the Southern the Com ee has found great 
in deciding what may be duty in the case.” With “att ‘entire’ 


_lingness to interfere in the congregations of the brethren ‘of our cothmittiion — 


in better times, holding and teaching the same great doctrines and’ order 
of. our Church, whose colored membership is a part of the fruit God gave. 
them of a self-denying ministry, the Committee cannot consent to suffer 


this whole body of Presbyterian Freedmen to be lost to the Presbyterian 


Church, without an effort to save them ; especially when all they ask‘of us © 
both eminently just, and in socordause with the recog- 
nized rights of all other Presbyterians, viz : ‘church “es 
clesiastical control of their own choosing. 
The practical difficulty is this: If we send a 
where one of these churches is now located, in communion with the South- 
ern Assembly, the colored communicants will gather about him, and we 
are liable to the imputation of ungenerous sectarian efforts to alidnats: this 
portion of a church, of another ecclesiastical fold of Presbyterians: If ‘we 
refuse to so locate the Missionary, other church organizations will have no 
hesitancy in doing so, and these people will be swept away from us or led 


- off by enthusiasts of their own race. With this question of delicacy, also, 
there is one of right, that cannot be ignored. The Southern Christians have 
been impoverished by the war, and are not able to sustain a separate mis- 


sion among the freedmen. ‘There are no colored ministers of the Presby- 


_terian order in the Southern Church, while those of the Methodist and 
Baptist denominations are a multitude. The plea comes to us from many 


places, that they cannot support pastors for the white churches, or schools — 


for white children. Thus it becomes a serious question of duty : can we,in 


fidelity to the Master and to these, his poor people, refuse to send them: 


of the difficulty, that we heard of being 
is: that we shall give the means for the support of these missions into'the — 
hands of the Southern churches, and let them conduct and control the work 
according to their own views—so reaching the freedmen through Southerti 
churches ; and efforts have been made to raise funds upon this plan. “The 
Committes is free to express’ the conviction, ‘that even if* buy - 
be brought to consent so directly to support a schism in thé Presbyterian 
body, by giving its funds to the control of the Southern Assembly—a thing” 
hardly to be expected—still it would fail because of the difficulties men- 
tioned. The freedmen, with their present feelings, would not, in atiy great 
numbers, accept this solution. 
unpleasant collision with the Southern: churches ; but wherever our’ Mis- 


Southern Assembly, or where the freedmen were “as ie without wah: 
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_ sion. of the Southern Methodists. It was built, as to its: primary design 
and chief purpose, for the religious instruction of the colored population,” 


_ choosing their own pastor, elders and ecclesiastical relations, and that they : 
shall have. all the property to which, in law and equity, they are entitled. 


* are quick to learn the rudiments of an English education, but whether, as 


sheit efforts. But the-ides of free schools, sustained by Northern 
+o interfere with a rapid-de- 


,Qaly.one. chureh edifice hasbeen held by our by the 
- cation of the Post Commander, vis : Zion Presbyterian Chureh, in Charleston, 


8..6. This church was. found abandoned by the pastor and in the pesses- 


and called the “‘ Zion Presbyterian Church.” The legal ownership was vest- 
ed in.s corporation of certain white members, who were probably enrolled 


as.communicants.for that purpose. Our Missionary gathered up this aban-— 

doned flock, organized the church with a session of colored men, and estab- 
lished & parochial school, with thirteen teachers, and 860 pupils now en- | 
- rolled: This-house of worship has been held upon the conviction, that in 
~ sustaining our mission in it, it is being used for the exact purposes for which 
_ it» was built, and in accordance with the wishes of the great body of the- 


communicants of the church. All that we have asked is that this people 
shall have the privilege, granted to'all Presbyterian congregations, of 


This case, with all the papers in our possession touching it, inomperitilly 
referred to the Assembly for its approval or instructions: = 
3. The condition of the freedmen, their native the 


- various influences to which they:are subjected, have much to do in deter- 
mining the:success of. missions, and the plan of the church’s operation for 


their benefit.. Their religion isan enthusiasm rather than a principle ; the 


enjoyment of religious worship depending chiefly upon the degree of ani- — 


mal excitement which is produced. © They are vacillating in their purposes, 
and hence are at the mercy of designing men of more intelligence. They 


learning, remains to be tested. — 


of. necessity, be drifted about for some time to.come. Their poverty pre- 
vents their doing much for their churches or schools. They have been de- 


pendent so long that it is difficult to impress them with the idea of scorning 


needed ;. they are ready to accept anything we give them. The 


all proper ‘efforts to make their missions self-sustaining. To require each pu- 
pil to purchase. text books, even at the expense of self-denial, and to de- 
mand tuition where they.were able topay. A dezree of success has at- 


Yet, the cireum- 


fines the beginning; geve instruction tothe: Missionariesto dee | 
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the fifth, seventh, eighth and ninth commandments of God’s law? © What — 


‘Tike handzed dollars onateibuted by 
thousand pupils, with the sixteen hundred subscribed toward ehutch build- 
ings, in the midst of their poverty, is an assurance:that, with=petiente 
and proper management, people can indeged to educate’ theth-— 


by of, ‘It:ig a solemn thought to-us; the 


Church has committed to our care the religious culture of such « nvultitade 
of perishing souls: » That one-eighth of the whole population‘of our coun- 
try stands before us without schools or churches ; and: pethaps not°more 
than one hundred thousand of them able to read the name'of Jeans: the 
the church would undertake wisely this. mission. 
Take away the second commandment, as is and 
within the pale.of the nominal church there willbe found) a; communion: 
of idolators, with the mark of the-beast upon them... What, then, mnat‘be = 
the case with four millions of people who, through successive generations, — 
have found it consistent with their ideas of the religion of Christ, toignore 


riage, nor to church communion ?. 

-A large number of the oho 
og read the military orders issued to control the marriage and family réla- 


tions, and: know that these orders have to be insisted upon by our Mission- 


aries, and not see that there isa degradation from which these Freedmen 


-will sweep them away! 


‘Freedmen with intoxicating drinks, at « price, in order to wrest from them 
the wages unwillingly paid for labor. ee 


‘two special neceséities succeasfal mission among the Fresdmen. The 
of their own race... 
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preached ;.but church organisations among them cannot be maintained at 
‘present, without:s house of worship. Every successfal mission we have 
for hélp to: build, while ithe most.promising points for permanent 
‘ented. ministers and ‘teachers of the colored race ; the Committee does not 
well.for the church’to examine these facts. 

dWesbave. ‘two: earnest, well: ‘educated, colored ministers in. the field— 
. ‘associated..with..each of them, « corps of well qualified teachers, of their 
The-one has has charge of the church and normal school in Balti- 
‘pore, and the other of. the mission in ‘Charleston, 8. ‘Both these mis- 
ons demonstrate that the true'z Ty he edu 

are. persuaded, therefore, that Presbyterian efforts and fands should 
beskusbanded, and used mainly for these two purposes—vis : Sor-erecting 
dnd for ectablishing schools and seminaries for the educa 


OoMMON system for themselves, in short time; 
of vhigher ‘otder than the; primary, located at different 
a . points over the vast field, with academies sustained; in part, upon the man- 
«tial labor ‘system; and:such seminaries and colleges as may be need to 
fitness of training, would seem to be both wise 
God'a: blessing, prove apower worthy of the church. 

to, this Committes’ two overtures touching this 
-wabject. The one from the Synod of Kansas, with regard t0 the eatablish- 

chair of theology or biblical instruction, for the recognised min- 


rneiel Bibiana: Upon this, the Committee reports that an 
| elfort-was'made, under the superintendence of our esteemed Missionary at 
‘Quindaro, Ks; assisted by s number ofthe ministers of that Synod; to 


failed." ‘These colored exhorters were not able or not willing to avail them- 

second overture proposed to establish “Memorial University” for 
eolored men; to be-called-by the name, and testify the 
for the fallen: President. With to thie the; Com- 
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of the education it affords, as well as'the fact:of its being under:the'eont 
of! one of our Presbytéries, no effort should: be’ made, we think,’ that 
“might scem to forestall it, or hinder its larger usefulness: The: Committee 
would further state that the stadents of “Lincoln University’ who! have 
been commissioned as teachers have given good satisfaction; and we'liave _ 


for the ministry. hie 


2a. Last October, Rev. Willis Miller, of North Cotolinds subimittod 
to the Committee a plan for the establishment of a college’ in that! State 
for the education of freedmen, and for training:a Oalvinistic:ministry fer ~ 
the colored race. This plan proposed to procure a charter’ for # college té 
located at some point in North Carolina, under control of: self-perpet- 
uating Board of Trustees, with the restriction that the: majority ‘of ite” 
members shall be ministers or members of some branch of the Preshyte> 


rian Church, holding Calvinistic doctrine... ‘The Secretary, with the con- 


sent of the. Committes, encouraged this effort,’ and advised ‘an’ ‘application — 
to the Legislature of North Carolina for such a charter as would secure 
such Presbyterial control as is deemed sufficient: in our Northern colleges ; 
promising Mr. Miller all moral ' support consistent with the duties of te 
Committee and the posture of the enterprise. So encouraged, he went 
forward, and on the 17th of March an act was passed, bya two-thirds ma-_ 
jority of both houses of the Legislature, incorporating ten’ men by ‘natiie as 
Board of Trustees of the “FREEDMEN’s CoLLEGE or NortH CaRouiNA.” 
Tiiese Trustees are allowed to increase the Board to forty-eight members, — 
with the limitation that they are to be members of some by 
Presbyterian Church. This Board at Statesville, N: C., on the 
— 4th of April ; accepted the charter, and appointed Mr. Miller the Gannaid 
- and Financial Agent. This Institution now appeals to the, Presbyterian 
Church, in all its branches, for that moral and pecuniary support — 
to establish it upon a permanent foundation. The Committee would re- 
' spectfally commend this effort to establish a college for the colored race to 
the consideration of the Assembly ; and would ask for Mr. Miller a hear- | 
ing with regard to it at some time —* its sessions. _ 


* 


MUST HAVE MINISTERS AND TEACHERS OF THEIR OWN BACE. It is supposed — 


' that not more than twelve hundred teachers have as yet entered the field, 


and not more than eighty thousand of these millions have as yet been gath- 
ered. into schools. Twenty thousand teachers are needed and could be 
profitably employed to-day. The lowest. estimated cost to sustain those 


ch of, the 


teachers, if sent from ten millions of dollars your— 
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